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Text:  
Psalm 84 
1: How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts! 
2: My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth 
out for the living God. 
3: Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay 
her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God. 
4: Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee. Selah. 
5: Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them. 
6: Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the rain also filleth the pools. 
7: They go from strength to strength, every one of them in Zion appeareth before God. 
8: O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah. 
9: Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed. 
10: For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of 
my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
11: For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing 
will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. 
12: O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. 

Introduction 
Psalm 84 is one of the most beautiful psalms in the whole Bible. Many Bible scholars call it 
‘The Pearl of Psalms.’ Charles Spurgeon, comparing this psalm with the other psalms, 
wrote, “If the twenty-third be the most popular, the one-hundred-and-third the most joyful, the 
one-hundred-and-nineteenth the most deeply experimental, the fifty-first the most plaintive 
[mournful], this is one of the most sweet of the Psalms of peace.”

We cannot be sure who the human author of Psalm 84 was, but there are reasons to believe this 
psalm was written by David. I believe he wrote it during the time he was running away from his 
rebellious son Absalom who sought to dethrone him. Imagine being chased by your own son to 
dethrone you. David was forced to run and leave Jerusalem, and because of that he was not able 
to go to the house of God. David knew the pain, the frustration of not being able to go with the 
people of God to the house of God to worship. 

Today, we are experiencing similar to what David went through when he was expelled from 
coming to the house of God. It’s been eight weeks now that we have not been able to meet in 
person to worship God and it looks like it’s still going to be weeks, if not months before our 



normal services is restored. As a pastor, my heart is burdened that we as a church are not able to 
meet in person and concerned that some have even call church services as non-essential. I hope 
that those who call Grace & Truth Bible Baptist Church as their home church feel the same 
burden and concern. For those watching this preaching video and you are a part of another local 
New Testament church, I hope you feel the same way. A longing to be in the house of God is sure 
mark of true conversion. I believe if you are saved and the Holy Spirit lives in you, you have a 
spiritual love and longing for the house of God. David clearly is a great example of that kind of 
man. In this psalm, we see a glimpse of David’s Desire for the House of God, Desperation for 
the House of God and Dedication to the House of God. And these are the things I invite you to 
consider with me today.

I - David’s Desire for the House of God 
Psalm 84:1 How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts!
David begins this psalm by describing how amiable the house of God is. The word “amiable” 
means, “lovely” or “worthy to be loved.” David saw something beautiful and wonderful in the 
place where God’s people worship.

Now remember during David’s time, the place where God’s people worshiped was not even a 
temple but a tent. Solomon’s beautiful temple was not constructed yet. The tabernacle was lowly 
and inferior compared to the temple that Solomon built and also compared to the palace that 
David was living in and yet David saw beauty in God’s tabernacles. Those who truly love the 
Lord, do not need big or expensive structure for them to love the house of God.  

How could David think that a lowly tabernacle was lovely and worthy of loved? David thought 
God’s tabernacle is lovely and worthy to be loved, because, first of all, it is God’s. That’s what 
we read in Psalm 84:1, “How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts!” The tabernacle is 
lovely because it is God’s. It belongs to God. Anything and everything that belong to God, 
His tabernacles and His tents, His courts, His altars are all beautiful. It is beautiful because God 
Himself is beautiful. Yes, God is beautiful, and His beauty is not so much in His physical 
appearance but in His holiness. The beauty of the Lord is His holy character. The beauty of the 
Lord lies in God possessing everything in His character that is desirable. Stephen Charnock once 
said, “Power is God’s hand or arm, omniscience is His eye, mercy His bowels, eternity His 
duration, but holiness is His beauty.”

Psalm 29:2 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty 
of holiness.
There is beauty in holiness. So, the tabernacle is beautiful because it is God’s and the God who 
choose to dwell there is beautiful. God’s glory and beauty are displayed there in a special and 
unique way. It is the place that God has chosen in the Old Testament to display His holiness, 
righteousness, justice, love, mercy and grace. David did not need great temples in order to say 
how amiable, how lovely, how beautiful the house of God was. No, to David, the house of God 
was lovely not because of its physical structure but because it belongs to God and the presence of 
God dwelt in it!



One preacher says it this way, “The tabernacle was beautiful because, in the Old Testament the 
tabernacle is the place where God chose to make His dwelling place there. When idolatry was 
committed there and the Lord left the building, it was no longer a lovely place, but an empty 
tomb fit only for destruction (Ezekiel 8–10).”

Then David continues to affirm his delight and desire in verse 2, “My soul longeth, yea, even 
fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.” 
Here, David expresses his intense love and desire. His desire is so intense that he is ready to 
faint. “My soul, my heart and my flesh,” that is, everything within David desires and cries 
out, not just for the tabernacle, but for God, for the living God. This kind of desire for God 
is sadly missing among many professing Christians today. I believe the reason why so many 
people even those who regularly come to the house of God have little desire for God’s house on 
Sunday is because they had little desire for God throughout the week.

By the way, you can tell a lot about a person by the desires of his or her heart. Archibald Brown 
wrote, “Do you want to know what you are? Go ask your desires, and they will tell you. Do you 
wish to know where you are? See where your desires tend.  You may counterfeit words; you may 
counterfeit actions; but you cannot counterfeit desires. Let me know my desire — then do I know 
myself; for I can no more counterfeit a desire than I can counterfeit fire.

A good action may be done without any love to that action. And, on the other hand, an evil action 
may be avoided — not from any hatred to that evil. The good action may be done from an impure 
motive; the evil may be avoided simply from a selfish motive. But the desire of the soul — that is 
the immediate issue of the heart, and let me find my desire, then do I find myself.” 

II - David’s Desperation for the House of God 
Psalm 84:3 Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she 
may lay her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God. 
As David reflected on how lovely and how worthy of loved the house of God is, and his inability 
to go the house of God, he began to think about the sparrows and the swallows that made their 
nests around the tabernacle. Can you hear from David’s words his frustration, his desperation? 
I think David was jealous of these birds. Why should insignificant birds such as the sparrow and 
the swallows be near the house of God while he, the king of Israel and a man after God’s own 
heart could not come near it? As he thought on these birds, I believe he wishes that he too might 
be able to go to the Tabernacle and dwell there forever.

Isn’t this what we read in the other psalms where David expresses  his thirst for God and his love 
for God’s house. 
Psalm 26:8 LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thine honour 
dwelleth.

Psalm 122:1 I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD.



Psalm 84:10 For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

By the way, isn’t it amazing that even birds want to be in the house of God? Birds who don’t 
even realize what’s happening there and the sacrifices offered don’t even mean anything to the 
birds, but they want to be there. This should come as a rebuke to us who treat the house of God 
casually. A rebuke to those who always come up with excuses not to be in the house of God.

People use excuses like: Church is full of hypocrites. Church people are judgmental. Churches 
just want my money. I don’t get anything out of it. I don't like the teaching. The preacher is too 
long-winded. The service times are not convenient. The ‘music’ isn't my style. I don’t like 
organized religion. I don’t feel like I belong. I’m not connected. I don’t feel like I add anything. 
No one will miss me anyway. I’m kind of sick. I’m tired. I didn’t sleep well. I’m running late. 
I’m busy. We have relatives coming. My kids don't like going. I don’t want to go by myself. 
They don’t children or youth programs. I’m too messed up. I’m not good enough to go to church. 
It’s raining. It’s too cold. It’s too hot. And there are other excuses like: Little league. Recital. 
Project. Homework. It must be a miserable thing to be always thinking of excuses not to be in the 
house of God. 

People who constantly make excuses do not see anything beautiful in the services of God’s 
house, but David did, and I hope you do too. As David thinks on the sparrows and the swallows, 
he begins to think how blessed these birds are and those who dwell in the house of the LORD. 
Psalm 84:4 Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee. Selah.

In contrast with those who make excuses, those who dwell in God’s house are not miserable but 
instead they are blessed, and they will always find reasons to praise God. O how blessed, how 
happy are those who delight in the house of God. 

Psalm 92:13 Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our 
God. 14: They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing; 

III - David’s Dedication to the House of God 
Psalm 84:1 How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts! 2: My soul longeth, yea, even 
fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. 3: Yea, 
the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her 
young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God. 

In his homesickness, notice what David missed is not his beautiful palace. It’s not the comfort of 
his warm bed, not the delicious food and drinks, not the service of his servants. I’m sure he 
thought of these things too, but what he missed most is the tabernacle, the courts, the altars, the 
worship of the living God! 



David reveals his complete dedication to God and His presence when he wrote in verse 10, “For 
a day in thy courts is better than a thousand.” 
He would rather be in the place where God’s presence and God’s people are than anywhere else 
in the world. Then he goes on to say, “I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than 
to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” 

If he is not allowed to dwell in the house of the Lord like the birds and the Levites, he is willing 
to be a doorkeeper. He already considers it an honor and a privilege to be at the door or the 
entrance, even if he was not permitted to enter. What a dedication! What a devotion! 

You may be asking, why someone who has great power and high position like King David would 
rather be in a lowly position in order to be near God’s house. The lost and unbelieving world 
may never understand that, but those who have seen the beauty and the glory of the Lord, it 
would be irrational and insane to choose the tent of wickedness. For there is no better or safer 
place to be than in God’s presence. 

Psalm 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no 
good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. 12: O LORD of hosts, blessed is the 
man that trusteth in thee. 
Here is why those who delight in God and in His house are blessed. It’s because God is their sun 
and shield, that is God is both their provider and protector and God will not withhold any good 
thing from them. I say, that’s blessedness! 

Psalm 16:11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

Closing Thoughts 
Having considered David’s Desire for the house of God, Desperation for the house of God  and 
Dedication to the house of God, what does it mean to us? Notice verse 4 ends with this little 
word “Selah.” The word “selah” is a musical notation signifying for the singers to rest and take 
a breath. So, when you see the word “selah” in a psalm, it’s an invitation to stop and reflect on 
what has just been said, so that we would not miss the precious truth that this psalm seeks to 
teach us. That’s what I want us to do as we close, let’s pause and carefully think what this 
psalm is all about.

Psalm 84 is a beautiful expression of a desire for God and a delight to be in God’s house where 
God is honored and worshiped. These delight and desire should resonate with all who believe 
and love the Lord Jesus Christ and His church. 

Someone pointed out, “Now listen, we today as the church of God have more lovely tabernacles 
than David did - I'll tell you why: we have a Great High Priest! Isn't it wonderful? We have a 
finished efficacious sacrifice by One who is a High Priest in His glories of His Person, and in the 
fullness of His grace who is second to none, who has been crucified, who has been offered to 



God, who has been accepted by God and risen from the dead, and we are told to be priests robed 
in garments of salvation lifting up prayers and holy sacrifices and offerings to God, and blowing 
the trumpet of salvation. Ought we not to be more ecstatic than David?”

As I have said earlier, the desire of the heart is a great revealer of the true condition of the 
heart. What is the desire of your heart today? Is there any longing for the house of God in your 
heart today? Is there any longing to be with God’s people in your heart today? Is there a feeling 
of homesickness for the house of God at all? Can you relate with David when he said these 
words, “How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts! My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth 
for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. Yea, the sparrow 
hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine 
altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God?”
David understands that only the living God can satisfy the longing heart. To David, the house of 
God is not an inconvenience that interrupts his life; it is not a burden, no, the house of God to 
David is a delight. I pray that this global pandemic that has prevented us from coming together 
in-person for worship has awaken those who take church for granted. I know it is part of human 
nature to see the value of things only after we lose them. Oh, do not neglect the house of God 
because if you do, you will do your soul a great disservice and worse you dishonor God.

Maybe you have become casual toward Sunday before COVID-19 crisis. I want to remind the 
people of God here and abroad that Sunday is still the Lord’s Day. Let’s be serious about 
Sunday. Let’s make sure we come to the house of God prepared, be sure to be there before the 
first congregational singing, as your schedule allows, be present at the Sunday School hour and 
the afternoon or evening Service, attend Mid-week Services, pray for one another, invite people 
to church services. Let’s make Sunday a major day of the week. 

But before I close, I want to talk about the ultimate house of God, which is Heaven. It is there in 
Heaven that God dwells in the fulness of His glory and majesty. It is the place of great beauty 
and perfect rest. No wonder we read these words from David in Psalm 27:4, where he 
exclaimed, “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in 
his temple.” And then in Psalm 23:6, we read David confidently says, “Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for 
ever.” 

David is confident that he will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. A house not made with 
human hands, eternal, in the heavens. Our Lord describes His Father’s house having many 
mansions being prepared for God’s people. A quiet resting place for His people, and that to all 
eternity. This is what awaits those who have been saved and forgiven by the grace of God. 

But there is only one way and only one way to Heaven and it is through His Son Jesus Christ. 
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me. 



When Jesus Christ speaks of Himself as being the only way, He is giving out an open and free 
invitation to every sinner. Our Lord invites you to come to Him for forgiveness and salvation. 
God is not a God who delights in judgment but a God who delights in mercy. And mercy is 
received through Jesus Christ and His finished work on Calvary. 

If you are under conviction of sin, and desire salvation, come and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ now. Come to Jesus Christ and believe on His name today and be saved! 
Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

In your heart confess — 

Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that thy blood was shed for me, 

And that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

AMEN!


